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Dear Parents and Carers,
This is our final newsletter for the year and what a year it has been. It is with great
pleasure that I congratulate you and your child on a fantastic 2021 given the
challenges you have all overcome. The last few weeks for us have been extremely
busy. We farewelled our year 10’s this week and celebrated their journey at
Canberra High School in a special assembly. Their formal was a fantastic evening
and the students and teachers enjoyed the celebration. Similarly the graduation
evening will prove to be a wonderful way to celebrate the year 10’s successes and
their completion of their year 10 certificate and we are all crossing our fingers and
toes for good weather. This is also a perfect opportunity for me to recognise and
thank Jace Iemma and Alysha Nebelung as Year Coordinators of these graduating
students. These two teachers have been on the journey with students and have
supported and guided them over their four years of high school.
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Awards. They did a brilliant job and sounded fantastic. Thank you to Mr Crispin for
supporting these students with this opportunity.
It is with great pleasure that I also acknowledge Holly Britton who will join James
Czarny as the year coordinators for this year's year 8 students. Holly has been
acting in the role along with Maria Giannini whilst Kaye Mees has been on
maternity leave. I would like to thank both Holly and Maria for their support and
work with students and the team this year.
Next week we will vote on our School Captains and House Captains. I would like to
acknowledge those students who have put themselves in the running for these
roles and I am looking forward to seeing the results. Our year 9 students will also
next week participate in the Year 9 Leadership day. This is an important occasion
as it highlights and affirms that we can all be leaders in our own ways. A special
thank you to Scott Dziubinski and Ben Crossman for organising the day.
Last week Ms Beattie and myself had the pleasure of participating in the final of the
Young Chefs challenge against year 9 and 10 students. Although we came last on
the day the dishes the students put up were nothing short of extraordinary. A big
thank you to Kellie Brazier and Angela Gaskin for allowing us to be a part of such
an extraordinary event.
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PRINCIPAL Continued
Unfortunately this year we are unable to hold the 7-9 presentation in the way that we normally would. Instead
this year we will hold year presentations that will be streamed to parents. This is a lovely opportunity for us as
school to come together to celebrate the successes and contributions of our students. This event will take
place on Wednesday the 8th Dec and we will provide more information and the link to this event closer to the
time.
Finally we have a number of staff moving on this year and taking up opportunities in other schools. I would
like to thank the following teacher and admin people for their support and commitment to Canberra High
School over the years. Conor Laenen and Ash Chandra will be taking on leadership roles at Kaleen High
School and Melba Copeland. We also farewell Scott Dziubinski, Simon Beasley, Ian Lanham and Tina
Negline from SHAPE, Spiro Adamopoulos and Dave Cruise from SOSE, Alex Greiner and Dudley Hall from
Science, Megan Reed from English, Alison Davis is retiring from Maths, Jade Yin, Trudy Yeates and Julia
Schwarz from Languages and Arts, Sue Phillips retiring from the library, Jarrod Fenwick as LSA and Patrick
Allen retiring as BSO extraordinaire. I wish these staff well for the new year.
We also welcome to the Canberra High School community Daniel Gordon as SLC SOSE, Tim Hartgers SLC
for Technology and Design, Mel Timpson, Roisin Lafferty and Mark Rosetto in SOSE, Richard Lock in Maths/
SHAPE, Kelly Gooch in SHAPE, Naomi Evans in SHAPE/ADP, Emily Fisher in Science, George Zanga and
Jeremy Cauduro in Technology/Science. We also welcome back Nicole Hamilton and Kaye Mees from
maternity leave.
Finally I wish those families who have finished their time with Canberra High School the very best and thank
them for their support during the time they were with us.
2021 has been a big year with some exciting additions to the Canberra High School community. I would like
to wish each of you a very safe and relaxing holiday and welcome our new families in 2022.

Samara Chisholm

COMMUNITY NEWS
FAREWELL YEAR 10 of 2021
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COMMUNITY NEWS Continued
P&C Update
Thank you to everyone who attended our most recent P&C meeting, the last for this year. It was great to be
able to meet in person and join with the school in thanking all our hard-working volunteers for their effort and
continued enthusiasm this year.
Did you know…
The Parents and Citizens Association (P&C) is a great way to stay informed, share ideas and be involved with
our school. This year your P&C team has been hard at work supporting the school and students through the
second-hand uniform store, canteen, events and more.
The last 18 months have been challenging, and continue to be, in terms of fundraising and other activities
however we have endeavoured to support projects whenever possible. This has included:
•
portable Bluetooth soundbox creation project for students (2021).
•
end of year student awards in recognition of community contribution.
•
photobooth for the Year 10 Formal (with Container Deposit Scheme funds).
•
‘virtual suggestion and Q&A box’ for families during online learning (2020).
•
thank you, gifts, for teachers and staff on World Teachers Day and those who attend the Year 7 Camp.
In addition to the Bunnings BBQ, we have coordinated fundraisers such as the cherry drives, Entertainment
Books, mango drives and a community partnership program with the Canberra Southern Cross Club – see
below.
This year we are particularly proud to have helped the school source $34,502 in federal and ACT government
grants for a range of projects that include the development of an Indigenous garden; parent engagement
activities and resources such as information forums, social events and gatherings; additional parent/teen and
teacher resources for the library; and an electronic scoreboard for the school gymnasium.
Heartfelt thanks to all the parents, staff and students who volunteer their time and energy to make these
things possible!
Canberra Southern Cross Club partnership
If you dine at the Canberra Southern Cross Club (Jamison, Tuggeranong, Woden or the Yacht Club
Yarralumla), 7.5% of your meal and beverage value can be donated back to Canberra High School P&C.
Connect your membership card to our school at a local Club, or use this link to sign up online: https://
csccmarketing.wufoo.com/forms/zdxib9k0ti0h33/
Next meeting
The next P&C meeting will be the 2022 Annual General Meeting. This will be held in Term One, Week Three
(Tuesday 15th February 2022). At the AGM we will elect a new P&C Committee to continue to make the best
contribution possible to the school community and our child/children's high school learning journey.
We will be looking to fill P&C executive positions (President, Vice President, Treasurer, Secretary),
coordinator roles (Canteen, Events and Fundraising, Uniform Store) as well as general Committee members.
Please note all positions can be shared.
Our regular P&C meetings are Tuesday nights 7pm in Weeks 3 and 8 each term. Come along to find out
more about P&C activities and hear updates from the Principal and Board about what’s happening at school.
For more general information about the P&C and to register your interest: https://www.chs.pandc.asn.au/
Again, thank you for your support. Wishing you a wonderful and safe Christmas.
Lisa Biddiscombe
Canberra High School P&C President 2021
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COMMUNITY NEWS Continued
Positive Choices—Free Webinar Resource
Earlier on in the year I was able to take a group
of Year 10 students to Canberra Hospital to
participate
in
the
“P.A.R.T.Y.
Program”. P.A.R.T.Y. is an acronym for
Prevent Alcohol and Risk-related Trauma in
Youth and is offered as an In-hospital injury
awareness and prevention program, originally established in Ontario, Canada in 1986 and is available in over
20 sites around Australia and over 140 sites Internationally. P.A.R.T.Y. is aimed at providing teenagers with
information about trauma that will enable them to recognise potential injury-producing situations, make
prevention-oriented choices, and adopt behaviours that minimise unnecessary risk to themselves and others.
With the easing of restrictions and the beginning of the summer season on the East coast of Australia we’re
going to see gatherings and parties, with young people potentially more willing to take risks at these events.
This webinar is for parents and guardians who are looking for information on teens and risk taking as well as
practical strategies and tips. It was developed by Mr Paul Dillon at Drug and Alcohol Research and training
Australia (DARTA). It was informed by a review of research evidence on this topic.
https://positivechoices.org.au/parents/webinar-risk-taking
Paul Simmons
Youth Support Worker

MindMap - ACT Youth Portal is a dedicated portal for
children and young people (up to 25 years of age) to help
navigate Canberra’s mental health system and to find the
right service and support. Includes lots of great resources and
information across many presenting problems and areas of
need. The site also includes a chat and phone option which
young people and families can access to talk with someone
about finding supports (Available Monday to Sunday between
12:00pm to 11:00 pm).
Phone 1800 862 111
Email support@mindmap.act.gov.au
Webchat (available on the bottom right-hand side of your browser window). www.mindmap.act.gov.au
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COMMUNITY NEWS Continued

Attention: Australian National University Extension Courses for Prospective Year 11 Students 2022
Applications Now Open
Applications for ANU Extension courses are now open. These courses are available to prospective Year
11 students in 2022 (current Year 10 students).
Applications close 13th February 2022, however we strongly encourage early applications.
Further information about the program and available courses for 2022 can be found on the ANU Extension
website. https://extension.anu.edu.au/ Prospective students can also submit an application on the website
homepage. Submit an online application For enquiries, use the Contact Us tab on the website homepage.
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ARTS & LANGUAGES
Greg Baines Talk
Students in year 9 and 10 Mandarin classes had the opportunity to have a virtual workshop presented by
Greg Baines, a Chinese teacher at Merici College and a novella author of The Nail House. Greg used some
art works and photos to tell stories that he experienced in China in the last decade and talked about the
“many Chinas” that we don’t see in the West. It was a great chance for students to know China from a
different perspective. Mr Baines also shared his insights about how to learn another language. After the talk
students were able to engage in a frank discussion of China and Greg’s own experiences abroad.

Panda Competition
Having been postponed a few times due to the lockdown, the Panda competition was finally able to proceed,
thanks to the Australia China Friendship Society. Mandarin students explored ancient Chinese games this
year and some students have produced high quality entries including drawing, painting, 3D print, miniature
game set, etc. The winners for 2021 are: Daniel W, Afryna Y, Annabelle R, Declan B, Poppy P, Oliver S,
Maija H and Rachel A. Congratulations to these students and we appreciate everyone’s effort. Here are some
winning entries.
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ARTS & LANGUAGES Continued
Drama Production 2021
The Drama Production class recently performed the first five scenes of their performance to a Year 7
audience. During the rehearsal process the class wrote scenes, discussed ideas, and created the scenes.
The writing process continued through the lockdown via Online Meets every lesson. The students worked well
together online to create the scenes and develop ideas to include many funny moments. On the return to
school, students rehearsed the scenes, painted sets, prepared the sound and lighting cues, and organised
props and costumes. The performance was enjoyed by teachers and students and is a credit to the Drama
Production class and all who helped. Well done!
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ARTS & LANGUAGES Continued
Year 10 French
The filming of Boucle d’or et les cochons (Goldilocks and the little pigs) has started, Year 10 French students
worked hard to learn their script and prepare props for the video.
The final video will be edited to include subtitles and shared with French primary students at Aranda Primary.
Ms Halas
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ARTS & LANGUAGES Continued
Young Australian Art Awards
We are pleased to announce that Year 10 photography student, Isla Robertson has received a gold medal
award as runner up in the 2021 Young Australian Art Awards for her black and white photograph titled,
Perceive. This is a great honour for Isla as it was a national competition with a large number of entries.

Chiaroscuro Drawing Yr 8 Visual Art
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English
Year 7 Poetry Unit
This term all year 7 classes have studied a poetry unit, exploring different
styles and poets as well as experimenting with their own writing. As the unit
draws to an end this term some classes have been busy with some more
hands on examples of poetry. Black Out Poetry involves students using
pages from pre loved books, choosing words to use from the page and the
order they want them in, and then painting over the rest to create their
composition. Found Poetry gives students an opportunity to take words or
phrases from magazines and newspapers to create their own short poems,
employing some of the poetic devices they have learnt throughout the unit.

MATHS
Australian Mathematics Competition 2021
Congratulations to the following students who received High Distinctions in the Australian Mathematics
Competition this year.
Year 7
Yanfu
Tanush
Year 8
Reuben
Jeremy
Olgierd
Year 9
Emily
Year 10
Finlay (Best in School)
Elizabeth
Well done to Finlay for also being best in school.
Mr Miles
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TECHNOLOGY
iSTEM
The year 9 and 10 students in the integrated Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths (iSTEM) class
finally had the chance to finish building their suspension bridges. Although the pathway to compete in the CIT
Advanced Bridge challenge wasn’t available to the students due to COVID restrictions that didn’t stop the
students from building some interesting designs.
Each group is given 10m of timber, 75m of string and a pot of PVA glue. Working with these resources the
groups need to build a suspension bridge that spans a 90cm gap. The bridges are then tested to the point of
destruction as greater and greater loads are suspended from the bridge until finally the bridge fails and
several weeks of work is reduced to a pile of wood and string.
Bridges need to be able to hold a minimum of 40kg when completed. That’s nearly strong enough to hold the
weight of some students.

Muhammad and Patrick - Finished suspension bridge

Muhammad and Patrick (bridge pictured above) managed to hold just over 100kg before the bridge broke.
This was also an incredibly efficient bridge weighing in at just 375g, giving an efficiency score of over 268. A
very impressive effort.
The team of Musab, Daniel and Will built two bridges, one for class and one for the CIT Advanced Bridge
Challenge. Without the bridge challenge proceeding both were broken in class.
Their first bridge only just made the minimum specifications but their second held 113kgs. Was this because
of a better design or the use of different (competition) timber? It depends whether you ask the team or their
competitors.

Musab, Daniel and Will's bridge before testing (above) and after testing (below)
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TECHNOLOGY Continued
Young Chef Final
On Wednesday 24th of November, 7 teams competed in the Young Chefs cooking
competition final. Teams consisted of 2-4 members and participants were required
to cook a main and dessert within a 1 ½ hour time period. This semester, 3 year 9
teams and 3 year 10 teams competed with celebrity chefs Samara Chisholm and
Melissa Beattie. Teams were judged on their food presentation and taste of their
meals. We were fortunate to have Brenton Mikk and Ana Pasalic as our judges for
the competition. The meals prepared and plated were of an outstanding quality and
provided a challenging task for the judges to decide on a winning team.
The winning team prepared Carbonara and Chocolate Brownie Sandwich.
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TECHNOLOGY Continued
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TECHNOLOGY Continued
VET Construction incursion – Brick & Block training
During week 7 of this term, some of our Year 9 and 10 VET Construction students participated in a 3-day Brick
and Block training which was delivered by staff from Canberra Institute of Technology. At the completion of
the training, students successfully attained the following competencies in Certificate II in Construction
Pathways - Handle and prepare bricklaying and block laying materials; Use bricklaying and block laying tools
and equipment. Some of the VET Construction students who had previously participated in the Brick & Block
training earlier in the year were also involved in a brick laying incursion during this time to finish constructing
vegetable garden beds in the Technology block. More opportunities for these types of training and special
construction projects will be available for students next year.
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TECHNOLOGY Continued
VET Construction incursion – Brick & Block training
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Canberra High Times Newsletter

The newsletter can also be downloaded from the Website.

This newsletter can be received by email or a hard copy can be

www.canberrahs.act.edu.au

collected by students. ACE teachers will be requesting e-mail
addresses or you may email the school to be registered to
receive the newsletter electronically. The school’s email address
is: info@canberrahs.act.edu.au.

It is published in weeks 3, 6 and 9 each term.

Front Office Hours:

8 am to 3.30 pm Mon—Fri.

Payment Hours:

8:15 am to 2.30 pm
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