Canberra High Times
Term 2,
Friday, 18 June 2021

FROM THE PRINCIPAL
Dear Parents and Carers,
Term 2 seemed to fly by in a rush and the last few weeks have been very busy
for us at Canberra High School.

Diary Dates:
Fri 25
June

Reports Emailed
Home

Fri 25
June

Last Day of Term
2

Mon 12
July

First Day of Term
3 Students to Hall
for Assembly at
8.40am, followed
by ACE

Thurs22 Y 7 Safe Online
July
Together
Presentation
Tue 27
July

P & C Meeting 79pm in Board
Room

Thurs
29 July

Y7 Families Safe
Online Workshop
6-8pm

Parent School Board
Representatives;
Rebecca Drew—0403973947
Mark Thompson—0422215466
Daniel Stewart

The official enrolment period has now ended, it is extremely important that year
10 students enrol at a college and that year 6 students enrol at a high school. If
you have not completed this process it will be important that you do so as soon
as possible. Offer of placements for school will go out in July.
Our P&C have been very busy these last few months securing grants for our
school, in particular we have secured an Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
grant to assist with the creation of our Indigenous Garden and also a Stronger
Community Grant to contribute to the garden and Electronic Scoreboard for our
gym. We are very excited by these opportunities and thank the P&C for their
support. Our P&C meets twice a term in weeks 3 and 8 and it is a fantastic way
to stay in touch with the happenings at our school and find out ways that you can
support our community.
In week 7 our school celebrated Reconciliation week taking on board More than a
word. Reconciliation takes action. We were lucky to have 2 members from the
Reconciliation Board present at our assembly and they shared their ideas and
support with our students. On the Friday of Reconciliation week students had the
opportunity to sign up and be involved in an afternoon of Buroinjin. We had over
150 students sign up to participate and it was absolutely fantastic to see so many
students involved and experiencing the game. I would like to recognise and
thank the Cultural Integrity group for organising the assembly and our Buroinjin
afternoon.
In week 6 Melissa and I had the opportunity to be guest chefs in the Young
Chef’s competition with our year 9 and 10 students. Melissa and I had a blast
cooking alongside the students and it was a close contest with only half points
dividing teams. The students' dishes were amazing and it was an honour to cook
alongside such talented chefs.
Our students in the last week have had opportunities to be involved in Stand Tall,
Parliamentary debating, Maths Challenge, Big Science Competition, Outdoor Ed
excursions, Quantum Leap experience, Bell Shakespeare, Australian History and
Geography Competitions, Wings conference, sporting events such as AFL,
Volleyball, Rugby and Hockey, the list goes on. Each of these activities provide
experiences and opportunities for our students to flourish, challenge and engage
them and I would like to acknowledge the staff who take the time to ensure that
these opportunities are offered.
This year every staff member at Canberra High School is part of an Action Team
that is linked to our school strategic plan. These Action Teams are Cultural
Integrity, BeYOU, Lesson Observations, Enrichment and Differentiation,
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FROM THE PRINCIPAL Continued
Formative assessment and Feedback, Interdisciplinary Numeracy and Interdisciplinary Literacy. Each team is
working on ways that we can continue to support the learning of our students and development of us as
educators. The Cultural Integrity team are busy planning and liaising with our community to start our
ndigenous Garden and the Lesson Observation team are working with staff to support quality feedback for our
teachers. Currently the executive team and Melissa and myself are taking the advantage of doing instructional
rounds with our teachers. Your child may comment about the fact that there are extra teachers in their classrooms. The purpose of instructional rounds is to provide frequent opportunities for positive feedback, offer
possible opportunities for teaching and coaching, accelerate learning for teachers and students and highlight
school wide trends of both strengths and needs.
As you may be aware Canberra is moving towards the removal of single use plastic. As such our canteen will
no longer have single use plastic spoons and forks. We would like to encourage students to bring their own
cutlery (spoon and fork) to school or they can purchase a picnic set from the canteen. Our Green team and
school are very keen to support this initiative and I thank you for your understanding.
Lastly next week students will receive their class lists for next semester and elective changes will only occur
in week 1 of next term, this is to ensure students have a smooth start to the term with their new classes. We
also have some staffing changes next semester with Ellen Smith winning a position at Lake Ginninderra
College. This is a great opportunity for Ellen and we wish her well with her new position. We are also
welcoming to Canberra High School Community Julia Schwarz in Arts and SOSE, Michael Earl and Matt
Boardbent in Technology. I know that you will make them feel welcome.
I wish you all a warm and safe break and look forward to seeing you back on Monday 12th July.

COMMUNITY NEWS
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COMMUNITY NEWS Continued

I RESPECT
I RESPECT delivers experiential programs, coaching and talks that inspire boys into healthy and respectful
adulthood. Celebrating that they have a crucial role in better supporting each other emotionally to hold each
other to account. I RESPECT provides the processes, tools and the space where each boy is called to
accept personal leadership in his life to choose to live with respect. To have the tools and awareness to feel
safe to break the silence in order to develop a cultural shift towards more respectful, supportive and
accountable relationships with others.
At CHS we are lucky enough to have 11 of our teachers trained in delivering this inspiring program and they
will be running it in Term 3 with our year 9 boys.
The 10 one hour sessions will be run each Friday in either the lesson before lunch or the lesson before
recess and all students will be assisted to catch up on any work missed in their usual classes during this
time.
Opt out notes will be coming home in week 10.
If you have any questions please feel free to contact me via email.
Melissa Beattie
melissa.beattie@ed.act.edu.au
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COMMUNITY NEWS Continued
Add some colour to your day and join Music for Canberra for: The Colour of
Sound: A Concert Series Bask in a warm and thrilling musical adventure on
Sunday 20 June at the Canberra Girls Grammar School featuring the String
Ensembles, James McCusker Orchestra, and the Canberra Youth Orchestra.
The Colour of Sound: The Frequency Spectrum showcases the range of
string ensembles offered at Music for Canberra from our youngest students to
our most advanced string students. The concert culminates in a performance
from the James McCusker Orchestra. Listen to an array of musical tones,
colours and styles and relish a vibrant pallet of pitch and sound.
The Colour of Sound: Chromesthesia (Sound to Colour) presents the ACT's
premier youth orchestra the Canberra Youth Orchestra. Aimed at stimulating
the aural and visual senses through the medium of orchestral music, let your
mind explore the music with the variety of instrumentation and compositional
devices employed in three major works presented by our ensemble
conducted by Rowan-Harvey Martin.
Find out more and book now:
https://musicforcanberra.org.au/event/the_colour_of_sound-a-concert-series/
The Colour of Sound: A Concert Series - Music For Canberra
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COMMUNITY NEWS Continued
CHS P&C Bunnings BBQ Sunday 27 June 2021
After a very quiet fundraising year last year (due to COVID) we have
been lucky enough to secure a fundraising BBQ at Bunnings Belconnen
on Sunday 27 June 2021.
These BBQ’s are normally one of our biggest fundraising activities but
they do require many hands to make it happen. Please think about
whether you can spare some time to support your Canberra High
Community.
Volunteers are needed to set up, cook sausages, take payment, serve
and pack up at the end of the day. We need six people per shift (hour)
from 8am to 4:30pm. CHS students can help with three (of the six) shifts
per hour.
This event is always fun and cheerful and a great way to connect with other Canberra High families!
We use Signup to co-ordinate the volunteer roster. Here's how it works:
1) Click this link to see the roster on SignUp.com: https://signup.com/go/ktKHNqv
2) Review the options listed and choose the spot(s) you like.
3) Sign up! It's Easy - you will NOT need to register an account or keep a password on SignUp.com.
Note: SignUp.com does not share your email address with anyone. If you prefer not to use your email
address, please contact Haidee at fundraising@chs.pandc.asn.au and she can sign you up manually.
Thanks, P&C Association
Community partnerships - Canberra Southern Cross Club
Did you know when you dine at the Canberra Southern Cross Club (Jamison,
Tuggeranong, Woden or the Yacht Club Yarralumla), 7.5% of your meal and beverage
value can be donated back to Canberra High School P&C?
Connect your membership card to our school at a local Club, or use this link to sign up
online: https://csccmarketing.wufoo.com/forms/zdxib9k0ti0h33/
News from your Canteen:
From the start of July, the ACT government has banned the sale or provision
of certain single-use plastics which includes plastic cutlery. Therefore the
canteen will no longer automatically provide forks and spoons with hot meal
orders. Instead, students are enthusiastically encouraged to bring their own
fork or spoon (strictly NO knives) to school. Flexischools will have an option
available when placing your order to buy
reusable plastic picnic cutlery for $2 and they will be available for sale over the
counter. Thank you for your support of this initiative that not only helps with
our environment but also helps minimise waste.
Your gift
Your gift of 15 hours of your time for the year. That's what is needed by your school's P&C.
That gift would mean so much to the school community - it covers two to three hours each term to meet with
other Canberra High volunteers to oversee the Canteen's operations. Not a lot to ask for - but with a huge
benefit to the school community.
While the Canteen Manager organises the day-to-day Canteen staffing and operations, the Canteen
Committee is responsible to the P&C for the overall administration of the Canteen.
Contact secretary@chs.pandc.asn.au if you are looking for an opportunity to contribute to our school
community.

T e rm 2 ,

Page 6

COMMUNITY NEWS Continued
National Reconciliation Week
National Reconciliation Week is a time for all Australians to learn about our shared histories, cultures, and
achievements, and to explore how each of us can contribute to achieving reconciliation in Australia.
We all have a role to play when it comes to reconciliation, and in playing our part we collectively build relationships and communities that value Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples, histories, cultures, and
futures.
Reconciliation Australia’s theme for 2021 is ‘More than a word. Reconciliation takes action’.
As part of Reconciliation Week we ran a House Battle playing a traditional Indigenous game called
Buroinjin. Over 140 students participated and displayed excellent teamwork and sportsmanship. It was an
excellent way to develop a greater understanding and appreciation of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Island
culture. Thank you to all the staff and students that were involved in making this event such a great success.

We were privileged to have two members from the Reconciliation Council speak at our Reconciliation
Assembly in Week 7. In line with the 2021 Reconciliation Australia theme, Samantha Faulkner and Richard
Baker kindly shared their stories and experiences, highlighting that everyone learning about the histories and
cultures of our First Nations peoples is a great step towards reconciliation. Our student hosts, Tia, Jane and
Melanie-Rose , then challenged the students to all take one step towards reconciliation in their homes, at
school and in the wider community. We are looking forward to seeing the outcomes of these steps over the
coming year.

Renee Kirkpatrick and Elissa Campbell
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COMMUNITY NEWS Continued
JLP Mountain Bike Club
JLP students enjoying the Arboretum when there was little wind and sunny skies, found the Backwards Man
sculpture – must have been blown over when there was a big westerly

The Truth Project
Our school has recently participated in Year13's The Truth Project - an in-school presentation designed to
encourage positive post-school journeys. The Truth Project aims to help young people make decisions about their future
by encouraging their self-belief, articulating their passions and clearing up the misconceptions about different industries,
workplaces and education pathways.
The Truth Project has been developed in conjunction with and receives funding support from the ACT and Australian
Governments through the Future Skills for Future Jobs Grants Program, under the National Partnership on the Skilling
Australians Fund. As part of this initiative, parents of students involved will receive access to The Truth Project Parents
online video series.
The Truth Project Parents is a 12-part video series packed with information to help parents and guardians support young
people's post-school journeys. Join Year13's presenters in the series as they discuss and build upon key concepts and
techniques utilised during The Truth Project in-school workshops. The series aims to bridge the gap in understanding
surrounding the school to life transition and to include parents in the ever-changing conversation around the education
and employment landscape.
To access the free video series, head here: https://thetruthproject.com.au/the-truth-project-parents/.
We would also greatly appreciate you completing a short 2 minute survey to measure the success of this
initiative: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/2C2CK5P.

ARTS AND LANGUAGES
RMC Duntroon Band Visit
On Wednesday 26th May the Royal Military College Duntroon Band visited Canberra High School to work with
our Senior Concert Band. They spent the morning listening to our Band, then broke into groups to do sectional
rehearsals. The students had a great time working with a professional performer to refine their skills and polish
up their performance for upcoming Eisteddfods. After morning tea Shane Gillard ran a guest conductor
session to bring together all the great things the students had learnt in the morning. To
finish we had a fun ‘military style’ drill session, with the winners receiving some great RMC memorabilia
prizes.
RMC was full of praise for our student’s behaviour and their performance skills. We had a great morning with
them and they have promised to come back and work with us again in the future.
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EXTRA CURRICULAR ENRICHMENT—ECE
ECE – Aranda reading
Every Thursday during ECE time this term, a group of 20 students from years 7, 8 and 9 have been walking
across to Aranda Primary School and spending time reading with the year 1 classes. Our students share
books chosen by the year 1 students, listening to them practice their reading and sometimes reading to them.
They also help them with vocab, spelling and comprehension activities related to the books they are reading.
This has been a lovely way to strengthen the links between our two schools, and provide leadership
opportunities for our students. They all really look forward to the sessions every fortnight and will miss their
year 1 buddies when we finish up this week.

MATHS
Australian Maths Competition
Notes will go out this week and be available on google classrooms, the competition will be held on
Wednesday 4th August, notes are due back in by Friday 23rd July.
Please note some people have already paid at the start of the year, however new payments are being
accepted. All students need to complete and return their entry forms so they do not miss out.
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SCIENCE
The end of the term is fast approaching and students have been busy in their Science classes!
Year 8 have been planning and conducting their own scientific investigations – posing their own hypothesis,
measuring variables and analysing data.
Year 9 has studied Earth sciences, focussing on the development of the theory of plate tectonics. Year 10
focussed on Physics, exploring Newton’s laws of motion and the conservation of energy. They recently
designed an experiment that investigated collisions, examining factors that affect motion, such as mass and
acceleration.
Year 7 is finalising their Earth and space unit, they studied and explained how the relative positions of Earth,
the sun and moon affect phenomena on Earth. Students explored this topic with a range of hands on
activities, including ‘moon phase oreos’. We were also able to borrow specialised temperature sensors from
the Academy of Future Skills (Dhawura Ngadjung - Northside Hub) to explore how the Earth’s tilt affects the
seasons. The Science team even managed to schedule a lunar eclipse to coincide with the Year 7 Science
unit!

Big Science Competition
In week 6 several students competed in the Big Science Competition, run by the ASI (Australian Science
Innovations). The Big Science Competition was a 50 minute, multiple choice competition testing science
knowledge, critical-thinking and problem-solving skills. We can’t wait to hear about our students achievements in this competition.
Inspire Students
The Science faculty met with all Science Inspire students last week (week 8) to discuss the requirements of
their projects. Inspire students in Science are given the opportunity to extend themselves by conducting an
individual original research project. As part of this project they are to create and maintain a Google Site that
will document their progress through the project.
The aim of completing a self-directed project is to investigate real world problems to try and understand how
Science is relevant and important to the world we live in whilst building skills in the scientific inquiry process.
Students have been invited to join a google classroom, which contains a range of resources to assist them
with their project. Students have also been asked to discuss project ideas with their Science teacher, and
complete a ‘Project Proposal’ before the end of term 2.
Estelle Gillingham

T e rm 2 ,

Page 11

SOSE
As Term Two comes to a close we still have a range of interesting and exciting activities going on in SOSE.
Next week our Year 7s will enjoy a visit from the Canberra Archaeology Society, who will help them explore
how archaeology helps provide historians with important tools and evidence for the study of History.
Also next week, our Year 9s will be studying trench warfare in World War One, including a recreation of some
of the difficulties that were faced by attacking military forces in a war defined by industrialised weapons that
were highly effective defensively. Year 9 students who have studied History in Semester 1 will have also
received a note for an incursion next term, titled “Fightin’ the Kaiser.” This is a highly informative and entertaining production that explores the experiences of Australian soldiers and veterans of World War One. We
strongly encourage all students to attend this incursion. Payments can be made at the front office.
Still in Year 9, Mr Luedtke’s Year 9 class had the (dis)pleasure of trying hardtack - one of the mainstays of the
World War One trench diet. Reviews of the hardtack by the class were mixed, with ‘dry’ and ‘hard’ being two of
the more common comments.

The Year 10 History excursion to the Sydney Jewish Museum is almost filled up, with only a few spaces left
available. This is a fantastic opportunity to learn in-depth about the Holocaust and its impact on the Jewish
people of Europe. If your child would like to attend this excursion, we recommend that they return their
permission note as soon as possible. A payment slip will then be given to your child after they have returned
the permission slip.
This semester we have had a focus on integrating our assessment with major external competitions, including
the National History Competition and the Simpson Prize. Quite a few of our students have taken up the
opportunity to enter their school work into these competitions and we congratulate them on their efforts.
Conor Laenen
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TECHNOLOGY
Young Chef’s Cooking Competition Final Semester 1, 2021
Congratulations to the top six teams that were involved with the Young Chef’s cooking competition final in
Week 6 this term. For the competition, students made teams with 3-4 people in each. They had to create a
two course meal, sticking to particular guidelines, including a budget and ensuring a good match of flavour
between the courses. This competition formed part of their major assessment. Students were critiqued by the
judges and judged on their ability to work as a team, for originality and creativity, their technical skills, safety
and hygiene practices, ability to manage time and overall presentation and taste of their dishes. We were very
lucky to have some celebrity chef’s (Ms Beattie and Mrs Chisholm) to be involved in the competition.
Thankyou to Natasha Leonard (VET Co Manager) and Sheryl Miller (LSA and experienced chef) who judged
the competition. It was very competitive, with all the dishes being outstanding. “Closest taste test I have ever
experienced” (Natasha Leonard, 2021)
We would like to congratulate the top three winners of the competition:
1st Place: Pork Dumplings and Lemon Tart; Rami, Klaus, James

Equal 2nd Place:
Kofte platter and Chocolate mousse - Alyssa, Aleyna, Tiara, Sarah
Creamy chicken and mushroom pasta and Banoffee Pie - Izabell, Lilly, Aliesha
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TECHNOLOGY Continued
3rd Place:
Mushroom risotto and Sponge cake - Hannan, Brad, Finn, Caelan

Celebrity Chef’s in action: Mrs Chisholm and Ms Beattie

Mrs Gaskin and Mrs Brazier
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The newsletter can also be downloaded from the Website.

This newsletter can be received by email or a hard copy can be

www.canberrahs.act.edu.au

collected by students. ACE teachers will be requesting e-mail
addresses or you may email the school to be registered to
receive the newsletter electronically. The school’s email address
is: info@canberrahs.act.edu.au.

It is published in weeks 3, 6 and 9 each term.

Front Office Hours:

8 am to 3.30 pm Mon—Fri.

Payment Hours:

8:15 am to 2.30 pm
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